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European Newi.

By the arrival of the Arctic at New York we
have later advicea from Europe, an outline of

which appears under our telegraphic head, i

Although actual hostilities have not commeoc

ed, there seems to he no disposition on the part
of Russia to recede from her previous demands. <

The Hon. Alexander H. Stephens is a

candidate for re-election to Congress from the
State of Georgia.
The Pacific Road.War of the Routes.
The letter of Mr. Benton, which we publish

to-day, is of great importance for two reasons:

It opens a sectional discussion. 2. It differs
with the Administration and with Congress in
regard to the boundary report.

It is not necessary to determine whether Mr.
Benton, in advocating the central and condemningthe southern route, is actuated by a

desire to revive the quieted questious between
the North and South, or whether he means to

connect himself with the execution of a work
of such importance to his constituents as to
render his restoration to the Senate indispensableto its success. The result is, Tiowever,
the same. He has opened a sectional discussion.
The route to our Pacific possessions involves

the question of the relative power of the two

great sections of the Union. The road will
constitute the means of extending settlementsin the interior. Communities will grow
along the line of that road as grapes cluster
upon the stem. These communities will entertainthe political sentiments of the parent
States from which they spring, and their politicalinfluence will be thrown.in favor of those
States. We think therefore that a sectional
route organized as Mr. Benton proposes will
endanger the permanence of the Union for the
following reasons:

The Freesoil organization is at present
quiet, because there is no material issue beIiqwoaaiiiflonn in fKo hnnnro nnn_
iuit5 11icui* x noj avijuicovo iti miv iiviivio wii

ferred by Mr. Pierce upon some of their leaders,but those leaders are on furlough, subject
to be recalled by the bugle of reorganization.
Are there any evidences of this assertion required?They will be found in the obstinate
refusal of the Democratic Freesoil press to acquiescein the policy of the Administration, or

to obey the dictation of the Union.
It is known that the mass of Freesoilers de

sire abolition by some means, direct or indirect.-immediateor post-natal.with partial
compensation, or by emancipation without in-
demnity.

It is the aggregation of these opinions that
constitute the Freesoil party. That party desiresthat slavery shall terminate, and it
has determined that it shall not be extended to

any new territory. We have published the
plan recommended by the English advocates
of American emancipation. That plan contemplatesan amendment of the Federal Constitution.This can only be dono by the politicalaction of a controlling majority of sovereignStates, and the vote of a preponderant
numerical majority expressed through the
House of Representatives. and in the election
of the Executive. Now, as the constitutional
p]omon| of* nnvor pancietc nf Stotfla on/I svtnnla.
tion, and as immigration will be conducted
along a great line of internal communication to
the Pacific as by a conduit, it follows that a

political and numerical power, adequate to give
a controlling interpretation to the Federal Constitution,must result from the system of immigration,to be organized and conducted by the
route chosen to the Pacific. We have heretoforeshown that the judicious application of a

single year's immigration would bring a batch
of States into the Union sufficient to disturb its
sectional balance; and although we will not undertaketo say that the Freesoil party would
employ the sectional tendencies of such a measurefor the purposes of carrying out the politicaldesigns recommended to them, we think
it better for the peace and perpetuity of the
Union that no such temptation should be extendedto them.
The central route recommended by Mr. B. is,

to all intents and purposes, a sectional one. It
curves nearly to the latitude of Lower Canada,
and, although central to the most populous portionsof the Union, it is not territorially central.Now, a route should be, as far as possible,equally accessible to the people in every
part of the Union. The southern route will,
in this respect, be found to present the attributeof centrality in a higher degree than the
central route itself. In addition to this, there
is an extensive system of railroads in the South,
all projected to cross the Mississippi, and to
unite in a common extension to the Pacific.'
Shall this entire system, measuring at least
six thousand miles, be compelled to curve up
to the Kansas for a connexion with the national
roilrrm/l? Thav will rather nnita an/f mal/n 9

common extension themselves; and, with the
aid of their corporate credit, and the States to

which they belong, it will be easily done.
So much at this time for the sectional effect

of the central route.

But Mr. Benton seems to differ with the
Administration in a most important particular.
He speaks of the report of the Boundary Commissionas an authentic execution of the treaty
of Guadalupe. Congress.and it is believed
the Administration.regards that report as informaland not obligatory upon the Government
of the United States.
The construction given in his letter to the

second section of the sixth article of the treaty
of Guadalupe occasons us much surprise. It
expresses the opinion that, inasmuch as the
Boundary Commission has reported the Gila
route impracticable for a railroad, the United
States is thereby estopped from insisting upon
the agreement for a right of way stipulated by
Mexico. The language of that clause referred
to is, that "if, by the examinations which may
' be made, it should be ascertained to be prac'ticable and advantageous to construct a road,"
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he. This lugaifi does sot restrict the UnitedStates to s single examination i nor rises
the treaty authorise the Boundary Commission
to make any report upon the subject. That
Bommiasion was appointed to "run and mark
the said boundary." Nothing more.* Its members,or the officers accompanying them, may
have been instructed, as a measure of economy
ind convenience, to make a reconnoissance
»long the Gila. But it was no more a part of
ihe duty of the commission than the line of
sxamination through Texas run by Colonel
Ueaham, which did not detain the trains of
the commission a day, and yet obtained the
information.
The effect of the declaration referred to upon

the negotiation with Mexico must be verv im
portant. For, since Mr. B. has made open war

upon the Gila route.and the Mesilla being regardedas the key to that route.it may be apprehendedthatall who ad vocate the central route
will prefer to roll an obstacle into the Paso del
Norte sufficient to relieve them of its rivalry.
They may, therefore, object to the ratification
of a convention having for its view the grant of
a right of way, or they may oppose any mea

sure of administration having for its object the
enforcement of the American title.

It may be true that Mr. Emory has expressedthe opinion that the Gila is impracticable;
but others, of high scientific authority.such as

Colonel Graham, Mr. Gray, and Captain
Makcy.have expressed the opinion that it is a
practicable route. And it will be for future
examination to determine whether it be practicableor not. But certainly the opinion of
Mr. Emory, incidentally expressed, cannot

deprive the United States of any right to ask
of Mexico the agreement for a joint right of
way along the Gila secured by Nthe treaty.
We cannot, however, go into any extended
comparison of the various routes.
We shall regret if the question of location

should assume a sectional aspect, or be decided
by a sectional vote. But we are determined
that, so far as we are concerned, there shall

# : .r ai J - .

Do a lair comparison ut me auvaiuagea preIseated by the competing routes; and, although
the southern routes have not been so far favoredas to be included in the recent order of
survey, there is vet material enough to show
that, in equated grade and distance, in climate,
facilities ef construction, and even in the importantattribute of centrality, they will sustain
a favorable comparison with any rival; and
these materials wil be spread before the public
at the proper time.

# Mr. Buchanan tells Colonel Weller that the
examination is incidental..Ex. Doc. 34. Sen.
31st Cong. 1st Sess.

New Publications.
The Aut Journal..The July number of this

valuable repertory of art is on our table. Copies
may be obtained of B. W. Ferguson, the agent,
on Seventh street, near E.

Graham's Magazine..The August number
of Graham is on hand, is as usual attractive, and
may be obtained of Joe Shillington, corner of
Pennsylvania avenue and Four-and-a-half street,
and at Buckingham's, under the National Hotel,
corner of Pennsylvania avenue and Sixth street.

Perct Effingham is the title of a new novel,
by Henry Cockton, author of several works of
fiction, which has just been issued from the press
of T. B. Peterson, Philadelphia, and may be obtainedof Joe Shillington, in this city.

London to a gentleman in New York, appeared
in the Republic of Saturday, was the accomplished
Mrs. Le Vert, of Mobile, daughter ofGeorge Walton,esq., of that city, and granddaughter of
George Walton, a signer of the Declaration of
Independence.
Gov. Neil S. Brown..This distinguished

gentleman, late our minister to St. Petersburgh,
arrived in Wash i riffton yesterday on his return to
his home in Tennessee. He left Russia in rather
delicate health, but we are glad that the voyage
has restored him to his usual health. We understandthat he expresses the opinion that there will
be no immediate war between Russia and Turkey,
although lie is not surprised by the occupation of
the Moldavia and Wallachia provinces. He anticipatedthis movement of the Emperor's forces
before he left St. Petersburgh..Union, 24th.

A Grand Exhibition of Fire Engines took
place at New Haven, Connecticut, on Friday, on

which occasion engines from New York, Providence,and New Haven were competitors. The
first prize of the first-class engines was won by the
Gasper, of Providence. Her stream was thrown
one hundred and forty-three feet. The first prize
of the second class was won by the Niagara, of
New Britain, Connecticut, which threw a stream
one hundred and forty-nine foet. The Nameang
engine, of New London, it is stated, was in a fair
way to victory, when her hose burst.

A Schooner Race took place in the harbor of
New York on the 21st instant between the schoonersGeorge II. Wood, of Tarrytown, and the
Lewis R. Mackey, of Havcrstraw, for $500.
They sailed down the bay around the southwest
spit-buoy and back.the Wood most of the time
licing ahead; but at the end of the race the
Mackey came up even, which made it a drawn
game. The Wood party challenged the Mackey
party for a race for $1,500, which was declined.

Resignation of the Governor of Rhode
Island..Asa Potter, Secretary of State of Rhode
Island, in a proclamation dated the 20th instant,
states that Philip Allen that day resigned the officeof Governor, having liecn elected a Senator
in the Congress of the United States. The duties
of Governor devolve upon the Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Francis M. Dimond, of Bristol.

Ministers to Foreign Countries..The New
York Tribune and Evening Pout are evincing an

opposition to the system of appointing ministers
to foreign countries with high salaries. These
journals seem to think that international business
could generally lie as well conducted by an able
clerk or agent, and on extraordinary occasions by
a special minister.

Judge Hubbell received quite an ovation from
his friends in Milwaukie on the 16th instant, on
the occasion of his triumphal acquittal by the
Senate of Wisconsin.
No Travelling on Sunpay..The Boston and

Worcester Railroad Company advertise that hereafterno passengers will be taken by the Sunday
night train. The train will consist of a mail car

only

WASHINGTON GOSSIP.

Washington, July 24, 1853.
The President don't respond to the request tliat

he will "show up" the recently selected Minister
to France; hut there are a number of circuin-
Stances which point to him distinctly, although it
is understand his name will not be officially
announced for soine time to come. After all
that has been said about this mission, the oftrepcatedpublications of predictions that it would
be given to ex-Senator l>ix, of New York, and
the us oft-repeated indignant denials, I would
like to wager one of Todd's best that this
distinguished Freesoiler takes the prize. The
fact is, a coup d'etat has to be managed for his
benefit. There is scarce a doubt the President
j i i il p : : a. il,.
ucsiguvu giving iiiiii uiu r jciiuu mission iroiu 111c

day lie was compelled to abandon his design of
making him a Cabinet Minister. But a great
row was mode over it. Southern men refused
to hear of his appointment on any consideration,and the storm of clamor became so fearfulthat the President was forced to appear to

yield. It was given out all over the country
that the idea of Dix's appointment had been
entirely abandoned. Mr. Dix himselfembracedthe opportunity to declare.in such way
that it would be sure to go in print.that he had
not been tendered the mission. Of coure not.
He had only been assured he should have it, and
he had expressed his willingness to accept it; but
no "tender" of the place had been made. Does
the reader understand the meaning of all this?
No, did you say ? Well, do you understand what
Louis Napoleon meant by proclaiming universal
suft'rago in advance of tho empire? The latter
is a more fuiished history, and we can all understandthat the ambitious Louis was moving by
popular means to secure an ulterior end. Just so

in the present case, which has not progressed so

far. Public opinion in the South was to be quietedby lulling the suspicion of the Freesoiler's
appointment. The Administration knows that it
is far more easy to keep down opposition to an
act after it is done than to put it down when oppositionis likely to accomplish an end. Party
organization and discipline among the " Democracy"is such that the man who would bolt if
thwarted when the "blood's up," will submit to

any thing the leaders do while he is caught napping.Wisely calculating upon this assertion of
"the party "mind, the President hopes to spring the
appointment of Mr. Dix upon the country while
the organized opposition to him is asleep. But he
don't intend to run any rash ventures. The appointmentmay disgust some whose services and
votes will be needed soon in the N«rth Carolina,Kentucky, and Tennessee elections, so
it will not bo made public until '.hey are

over. If Mr. Dix don't go to France s»on after
that time, all I have to say is, it will be becausethe President has less of firmness md independencethan his friends claim for liirr,. Perhapsthe Union will deny all this. If it dees, just
set the appointment down as a doubly sure thing;
for it seems to be the duty of an organ in these
days to decry whatever is true, and call people
"idle fabricators" for telling it.vide its denial,
in yesterday's issue, of the recent misunderstandingbetween Buchanan t^d Marcy.a fact which
the adherents of both these gentlemen have admittedover and over again during the last three
weeks, and which is quite as certain as the Union's
organship, and much more certain than its prospectsof sustaining itself as the official press.

R. S. Barnwell, esq., of South Carolina, I learn,
has been appointed Consul at Amsterdam; and a

Mr. Murphy, now in the Sixth Auditor's Office,
is appointed Consul at Shanghai.
Judge Clayton, of Mississippi, the new Consul

to Havana, was in town yesterday. Why does
the Judge not get off to his important post'
There seems likely to be stirring times in Cuba
soon, and the United States should certainly be
ranreturnted there hv tlu»
laws allow. Mr. Robertson, the acting Consul, is
a worthy gentleman and able man; but Spanish
etiquette and affected punctilio will never accord
the substitute the respect they feel bound to allow
the principal.
Whit's in the wind from the North? Isaac V.

Fowler, the Postmaster, and John Cochrane, the
Surveyor of the Port, are here from New York.
Rumor says they are looking after the Barnburnerinterest, and laying certain wires connected
with the Dix appointment. Won't somebody
unravel the mystery? Where's John Van Bu-
ren.' Hope he too isn't "under the meal."
Young America is to be serenaded to-morrow

niglit, they say, in the person of Senator Soule
Lovers of moonlight music, who don't object to a

late evening walk, will be apt to honor, by their
presence, the vicinity of G and 14th streets.
Mr. Allen, the gentlemanly Navy Agent, lias

been allowed several additional clerks to help him
through with the work of distributing the extra
pay to sailors who served on the Pacific station
during the Mexican war. Thousands of dollars
per day arc being paid on this account, and still
they go.

Lieutenant M. F. Maury, Superintendent of
the National Observatory, recently received from
merchants, ship-owners, and others, of New York,
a magnificent token of their appreciation of his
services to commerce and navigation, in getting
up his wind and current charts. Just before kav-
ing the city, on his way to the Scientific Conventionin Europe, a package was placed in his hands
containing $5,000 in gold, and a handsome service
of plate. Such good fortune could havabeftllen
no more worthy man, nor more useful servavt of
his country and the world. ZHKE.

Kossuth's OriNioN on tiik Question of Wak.
A European correspondent of the New York
Times, generally understood to be Jjouis Kossuth,
in a letter dated the 5th of July, Bays:
"As the Czar has threatened that he would

cause his armies to pass the frontier if his ultimaUsuimum is simply and purely not signed, you majr
depend upon it he will attack. He meano ijuito
other things than that which he professed in his
diplomatic revelations. With Russia , be sure of
it, more is meant than what is said.

"It was also already reported by telegraph
that the Russians had crossed the I'ruth on the
25th of June. But that's not correct; the orders
were only issued on that day from St. Petersburgh.
However, you may rely upon it, that at this momentthe Rubicon is already crossed; and the
Russians have thrown the gauntlet down.
"There will he still further efforts to arrange

matters diplomatically; but, so far as I know, the
endeavors will fail, and a war is unavoidable."

Fatai, Result at a Juggling Exhibition..
The Decatur (Marion county, 111.) Gazette of the
15th instant has the following:

"Iferr Alexander met with a most terrible check
at Clinton, Dewitt county, last week. "In the play-
ing off the hocus-pocus of the magic pistol, it
proved to bo loaded with balls, and the young man,
George Smith, who was to stand up and catch a
fictitious ball in Ilia mouth, received the contents
of the loaded pistol in his lefl side, and from the
character of the wound and the season of the year
the probability is that it will terminate his life,
leaving a widowed mother, who was solely tie- '

pendent on him, inconsolable," 11

CRIMINAL COURT.

UNITED STATES vs. JAME8W. SC1IAUM
BERC.

Saturday, July 23, 1853.
On the opening of tho court, Mr. Ket

stated that Dr. Spence, the absent witness, had
not arrived. And afler some conversation it was

agreed that if he did not reach the city by the 11
u clock train, his testimony would be dispensed
with.
At 11 o'clock, Dr. Spence not having arrived,

the defence recalled
.yjr. Walworth, who said: I discharged about a

month ago the hoy who brought me the pistol on

the night of the shooting, and do not know where
he is. His father told me that he was going to
take him to Ohio.

Tli« imro rt>wh>ii
The United States culled
Elias Boudinot, by whom they proposed to

prove that Schaumberg's position, when he shot
Fuller, was not as had been represented by witnessesfor the defence, and also that on his return
to the hotel after the pursuit of Fuller, he did have
a weapon in his hand.
The Court ruled the evidence to be inadmissible.thatat this stage ofthe trial the United States

were to be confined to testimony rebutting new
facts proved by the defence, and not to sustain its
evidence in chief.
The United States then closed the evidence.
Mr. Key, for the defence, proposed to submit

the case to the jury without argument.
The District Attorney assented to that proposition,upon the understanding that the court

would instruct the jury as to the law.
At about half-past one, the District Attorneysaid they had prepared a statement of what

they supposed to bo the law applicable to this
case, and had shown it to the counsel on the other
side, who would not agree to it. Under these circumstances,and as the other side had already had
the benefit of one argument on the evidenco, they
would proceed to argue the whole case to the
j"ry- , ,Mr. Key contended that the Government havingassented to the proposition to submit the cuse
without argument, ought now to be hold to the
agreement.

After some debate, tho Court said tho United
States had the right, under the circumstances, to
argue the case if they chose.
Mr. Chilton, 011 behalf of the prosecution, then

addressed the jury until nearly four o'clock, reviewingthe whole doctrine of the law of self-defence,and the facts of this case as that theorycould be applied to them, and had not concluded
when the court adjourned.

From the New Orleans Picayune, July 17.
From Tampico.

The schooner Amphitrite, Captain Golding, arrivedyesterday from Tampico, which port she
left on the 8th instant. She brings $45,339 97 in
specie.
Bv this arrival we have received FA Oomerr.in

de Tampico to the 6th instant. It contains an articlewhich it republishes from the Trait d'Union
of Mexico, on the Mesilla valley question. The
article states that the Government of the United
States will sustain the views of Governor Lane in
relation to the Mesilla valley, upon which El Eco
says:
"We will not adopt the bragging and fanfaronadestylo of the northern press, for we aro convincedthat this is used only to ridicule us. We

are for facts, positivo facts, for w« live in a positiveage. Therefore do we believe that if it is
true; as stated in the said article, that the AmericanGovernment has given orders to take possessionof the said valley, our government will not
tolerate such atrocities, and will know how to protectthe in-wgslability of our territory, showing to
our ambitious neighbors tliat if on one occasion,
through deplorable misfortunes, they were able to
obtain an advantage, ungrateful fate will not alwaysturn her back upon us, and the rights of
property are not'to be attacked with impunity,
nor the most sacred international rights violated
under the cover of the weakness of the opponent,
and to do so is proof only of meanness, and even
of cowardice. _

"Fortunately the chief who is now at the head
of our nation is not to be frightened by such menaces,and therefore we hope he will not suffer so

great insults to pass unnoticed, and that, if it be
necessary that an appeal to arms decide the question,which we hope not, he will again open the
temple of Bellona and let the cannon thunder."
- Tho Eco states that Don Anastasio Parrodi
lias been nromoted to < atolilp of brigade,
and that Santa Anna honored him by writing him
an autograph letter communicating the notice of
the promotion in very kind terms. It suggeststhat Colonel Tedorio received also some advancement,as he suffered by and contributed to defeat
lately the projects of annexation.
An official announcement of the department of

direct contributions requires:
"All persons who pay salaries of any kind to

send a note of the same to the tax office within
eight days, specifying what they pay to servants,
to clerks, &c., and that those which are subject to
taxation state their residence."
Hopes arc entertained that under a State governmentand a permanent tariff the trade and industryof the country will be largely developed.

The want of regular mail communications with
foreign markets is felt severely.
The Eco states that General Woll, governor of

the State, ridicules the idea that tho Mesilla valleyquestion will bring Mexico into trouble.
Slave Case at Philadelphia..Tho case of

George Smith, who was brought before the UnitedStates commissioner at Philadelphia on Thursdaylast on the charge of being a fugitive slave,
was heard on Saturday morning, and the com-!
missioner decided that he should be remanded to
bis master. The abolitionists then got a writ of
kabeas corpus issued from a State court; but the
United States marshal, in consequence of the responsibilityimposed upon him by the United
States law, refused to deliver the fugitive, whereuponthe judge of the State court ordered the
sheriff to arrest the marshal for a contempt of
court. The marshal disclaimed any intention of
contempt. The case was not settled on Saturday
evening. '

Swindling Railroad Operatives..A man callinghimself Charles P. Green, having induced ten
railroad engineers and a number of other persons
capable of performing duty as conductors, brakesmen,and firemen to accept scrvico on a western
railroad, persuaded them at Pittsburgh to let him
exchange their money at an exchange office, by
which means ho represented they would each save

the price of a hat. When they confided to him
their money lie decamped, and lias not since been
hoard of. Their employment on the road proved
to l>e equally fabulous.
Passengers by tiie Pacific..The steamer

i Heine: nauca irom new iorKon oaiuruay, carryingout one hundred and fifty passengers, among
whom were the Hon. H. Bedinger, charge d'affairesof the United States at Denmark, LieutenantM. F. Maury, of this city, and Mr. W. H.
Wetil), the celebrated ship-builder.
Joseph McDowell, of Rankin, recoived the

Whig nomination for the office of Treasurer of
the State of Mississipi at the convention hold at
Jackson on the lltli instant.
Another Earthquake..The Portland Mvtr!i*rrsays that another slight shock of an earthquakewas felt in that city between 4 and 5 o'clock

on Wednesday afternoon.
Advices from Texas report ex-Governor Paino,

of Vermont, as lying at the point of death. He
was at. Waco.
On the first Monday in August there is to lie an

election in Iowa for uttorncy general and lor
:ounty officers.

K
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Colonel Benton** Letter.

From tke St. Louie Democrat qf Ike July.
Letter from Greeks County to Col. Benton.

Greene County, Mo., May 13, 1853.
Colonel Thomas H. Benton.Dear Sir: Havingbeen for a long time your especial admirers

generally, ure particularly so on the subject of the
Pacific Railroad, about which so much interest is
and should be felt, are extremely anxious that
you pay us an early visit, us we think this a

peculiarly favorable time to make a good impressionin the Southwest, as your friends were all disgustedwith Major Phelps's course before his return.
and so far there are us yet no demonstrations in hie
favor. A general murmur prevails, and we are of
opinion that a visit would finally prevent a reactionin his favor. Please give us time to give
the people notice of your coming, and you may
expect to see a general outpouring of all sizes,
ages, and Bexes.

Very respectfully, your fellow-citizens,
Josiah Stewart, John B. Perkins, Reuben Rose,

Philip Stephens, Henry Tulbright, (request to
Col. B. to make a visit to Southwest, but cannot
endorse all the above,} W. P. Davis, F. C.
Howard, Stewart Warren, Joseph Rudd, SamuelPiper, Richard Aldridge, George Piper,Samuel Greer, S. N. Ingram, T. Piper, PhilipBodenhamer, Allen Mitchell, J. M. Potter, J. T.
Warren, Pleasant Salle, M. C. Aldridge, David
Melton, M. HenBeley, Wm. B. Berry, Robert
Barnheart, Bedford Aldridge, William Rudd.

KEPLT.
Gentlemen: 1 cannot fix any time for being

in your part of the State, being extremely occupiedwith a subject that engages all my attention;
nor could 1 visit you at all for any object personal to
Mr. PhelpB. His relations with his constituents
is an affair which 1 leave to him and to them,and
in the conclusion of which 1 shall take no more
part than 1 had in its commencement. 1 feel
myself wholly free from uny agency in the case,
and was taken by surprise by what happenod. 1
was in a state of the most harmonious intercourse
with Mr. Phelps and Mr. Lamb, and had no suspicionof any rupture unlti Uu> letter was delivered.On bunduy evening they wsr* both at myhouse, quite sociably, and were to coitx the
next day at 12 o'clock to consult about Mw<K''ri
appointments. Instead of returning together a;
that time, Mr. Lamb caine alone, made an excuse
for Mr. Phelps, and asaed, in theirjoint names, to
postpone the meeting until 12 o'clock on Thursday.To this 1 readily agreed, and asked them to
take dinner with me that day, which Mr.
Lamb said he would do "wtth pleasure," and
would deliver my invitation to Mr. Phelps. Ac-
coruingly l had a comfortable dinner prepared, so
that we might stick to our work until it was done.
But when the time came, instead of coming themselves,or sending another excuse, they sent me
that letter! which they had been cooking for me
while I was having a dinner cooked for them.
Seeing that it was intended for publication, I sent
it off tor that purpose; and having had no hand
in getting up the difficulty I shall take none in its
conclusion, but leave the issue to the people.With respect to the other subject which youmention, (that of the great road to the Pacific
ocean,) I have the pleasure to inform you that
there seems to be a general waking up of the attentionof the country to its importance, and to
the necessity of its construction, and to its nationalityas a central, and not a sectional object. The
newspaper and the periodical press has taken upthe subject, and has carried its discussion into
every house, and producing that state of feelingwhich leads to judgment and execution.
How long a great idea must lie dormant, waitingthe conjuncture of circumstances which ripenit into life and action ! It is now precisely fifty

years since Mr. Jefferson took the first step towardsopening a communication between the Mississippiriver and the Pacific ocean for commercialpurposes. Lewis and Clarke's expedition hud
commerce for its primary object, the increase of
geographical knowledge for its second. His recommendationto Congress for authorizing that
expedition was before the purchase of Louisiana,
and was made under the clause of the Constitutionwhich gave Congress power over the subjectof commerce, both foreign and domestic. Jeffersonhoped to realize the idea of a western route to
India.that idea which, beginning with Columbus,found first Lasalle and afterwards Jefferson
to give it a practical application through the heart
ana contro of our North America.
When I came to Missouri in 1815, I took up

Jefferson's grand idea where he had left it, and
Tvroto many articles in the newspapers to promotetiie opening of commercial communications with
Asia upon the line of the Columbia and Missouri
rivers. The acquisition of California, and the applicationof steam-power to the propulsion of cars,and the present proposal for a railroad, is only a
modification of the original commercial idea,
adapted to the acquisition of territory and the
progress of the arts in developing steam as a motivepower both by land and water. A western
route to India for commercial purposes was the
great idea of Columbus, and of those who have
taken it up after him; and while different nations
are endeavoring to carry out that idea on their
own territories.some by Panama.some by Nicaragua.someby Tehuantepec.there seems to be
a passion in the United States to make a road outsideof the present Union, or as nearly outside as
possible. It is curious to review these efforts for
an exterritorial road. Leaving out all the efforts
for remote foreign routes, and ocean steam lines
at the expenso of two millions a year, 1 confine
myself to the efforts for a southern sectional road,which has long been the secret, and is now the
open antagonist of the national central route. It
is now six years since this struggle began upon
one side, and has hardly yet commenced on the
other. I will begin at the beginning and trace
it up.

i no scnome lor tins southron road began in tlie
treaty of peace with Mexico, in which a contin-
gent provision was inserted for a road, canal, or

railway on the Gila, to this effect: If upon ox-
animation it should he practicable and advantage-
ous to construct such a road on either bank of the
Gila, or within a marine league of it on cither
side, then the two governments would form an

agreement as to its construction, that it may
serve equally for both countries. This is the
treaty article in which this Gila road originated, i
and which is adhered to until the examinations
have proved, what was perfectly well known liefore,that no road of any sort, or canal, can be
made anywhere near it. This the boundary com- ,

mission havo officially reported to the Govern- j
mont; so that there is now an end of all pretence i

for a road there founded on the treaty; and unless a
new treaty is made, and a large part of Honora ob-
tained, none can be made there. \
With the design for the Gila road went the I

amputation of El l'aso from New Mexico, and its
surrender, with seventy thousand square miles of 1
New Mexico, to Texas, all for the purpose of 1
helping the Gila road; and the present dispute <
about the Mesilla valley, as the Mimbus moun- t
tain is called, is for the same purpose.it is all a jdispute about a way for that road. As territory c
it is not worth a straw, and has remained unoc- t

cupied for the two hundred and fifty years that '

New Mexico has been settled. It is not valley, t
but mountain, considerably less valuable than ton \
times the quantity in Virginia, which is given
away to anybody that will accept a present of £
fifty acres to become a freeholder and voter.a s

present which nobody would accopt at the expense t
of the recording foes, except for the vote. This fi
valley, aB it is called, runs in a narrow strip.an o

oblong one hundred and seventy miles in length, a

upon thirty-five in breadth.from the Del Norte t
to the Gila, crossing tho mountains six thousand t
feet above tho lovel of the sea, which divide the t
waters of tho Gulf of California from those of tho v
Gulf of Mexico, and all naked rock, "whero a pwolf could not make his living." This is what li
we are contending for; and if wo get it, it will be
worth nothing umcss the half of Sonora is ob- a
tained to mako the road upon; and if it is, I for b
our shall be against any such outlandish road.
The difficulties in the way of tho Gila route it

throw attention upon Albuquerque, which is very ir
little better than tho other, as it bends down with- w
in forty miles of the Gila, and nearly gets out of st
the present United States, fo reconcile the pow- di

to these oetrfd* herder routes, Ifao ptaMf "6(/urcatiotu"wu fltKen upon.called "jbrtb" in theold tiine; and the neat State of Missouri, with itscommercial capital, which ia destined to be thefuture London of America, was to be fobbed offwith a "fci/urcstien," or fork, through Arkansasand the Cherokee nation. This is tMl origin of thescheme for a Pacifia railroad southwest from St.
Louis to the comer ofour State. It is all a part of
the original scheme fo» a southern itctional road,aided by monopoly speculations in landsand coppermines; and is both an insult and an outrage to tiie
State of Missouri. The central route, from the
western border at the mouth of the Kansas, iB the
one wlncli her interest and every national considerationrequires to be adopted; and that is the
route which nature has made the shortest and best.

Citizen*! I am no man to deceive anybody, or
to hold out contradictory expectations in order to
gain popularity. The great road must go somewhere.It can have but one line, and as manybranches afterwards as necessary. 1 go for one
Sreat road first. Imitate nature, whieh makes
je back-bone first, and then starts the ribs. If I

sought popularity I would flatter every part ofthe
frontier.make every toWh think it was to be tho
starting point, and hold myself exactly equal,neutral and independent between them all. But
such is not my temper. I form opinions upon
reason and judgment, and according to what I
believe to bo juBt and right, and freely make themknown to the public, ihave studied the questionof these Pacific routes.studied them for more
than thirty years.and expose my opinions freely,willing to discuss them with all candid men, and
despising the clamor of the ignorant, the impudent,the selfish, and the envious.
Your obliged fellow-citizen,

Thomas H. Benton.
From the Union.

Report of the Board of Visitors to the
West Point Academy.

West Point, Juno 18, 1853.
Sin: In acceptance of an invitation addressed

to the undersigned by the Department ofWar, weassembled at West Point on tno first of June inst.,and proceeded, by the election of a president and
secretary, duly to organize tho Board of Visitors
for the year 1853. Immediately alter our organisationwe were conducted by Colonel Lee, accompaniedby the academic staff, through the several
departments of the Military Academy, and there-
by afforded an ample opportunity to become acquaintedwith its internal regulations and arrangements.
By a vote of the board, committees were appointedupon the subjects of instruction, discipline,polico administration, and fiscal affairs;

who, after having attended to the duties assignedthem, reported to the board, and their reportsaroherewith transmitted. The examination of the
cadets commenced on the 2d day of June, at nine
o'clock a. m., and continued till one o'clock p.
m., and from three o'clock to five o'clock p. m.,
and-during the same hours from day to day, Sundaysexcepted, till the 18th day of June, when it
was concluded. The examination was conducted
in the presence of the Board of Visitors, chieflyby the professors in the several departments, aided
by their assistants, and extended to all the branchesof instruction through which the several classes
had passed during the previous year. The mode
of examination was eminently thorough, and
adapted to test severely the scholarship of cadets.
With but few exceptions, we are happy to reportthat the test was borne with distinguished success.
At the board there was but one opinion as to the

great value of this institution to the American
Republic. The conviction was clear in everymind that by no other agency could military sciencebe diffused, and skill in the art of war attained,so generally and successfully as by this.
If war is still to be practised among the nations,
and if we as a nation have no guarantee of perpetualexemption from its calamities, then the
cultivation of the art of war, even to the highest
possible degree, is entirely consistent with the
strongest claims of humanity. Here knowledgebecomes invested with the attribute of mercy as
well as power. The truly skilful general, who
knows how to adapt the best means to the end
proposed, while he conquers, saves human life,
and often saves but to conquer.
The moral power of this institution in its adaptednessto secure to our Union internal tranquillity,and preserve unbroken our pacific relations with

lOreign powers, can hardly be over-estimated. In
the highest and most comprehensive sense it is
national in its character, representing in its membersevery State in our growing Confederacy, andproffering its high privileges to intrinsic merit,regardless of the factitious distinctions incident to
almost every form of Human society. No sectionalor social jealousies can here be awakened.
The cadets are all the sons of the Republic, and
learn to regard with filial affection every part of
it as their common country. At the very commencementof their cadetship, under the solemn
sanctions ofan appeal to their Maker, they pledgethemselves to a lite of fidelity to the American
Union; and through the whole period of their
training, they are brought under influences admirablyfitted to cherish and strengthen within them
a patriotism as broad in its scope and lofly in its
aims as was the spirit which animated tlio immortalfounders of this priceless Confederacy.At the same time, by the efficient maintenance
of this institution, foreign powers are admonished,that while it shall ever be our aim to render exact
justice to them, we have both the disposition and
the ability to maintain and defend our rights andlionor as a nation. History abundantly provesthat an adequate state of national defence is the
surest guarantee for the continuance of national
peace; and events in our own history, fresh in
ovory mind, show that wo have no arm of defence
on which we may rely with higher confidence than
the skill and bravery of the sons of West Point.
Moreover, if it is important to the perpetuityaf our popular system of Government that useful

knowledge should be generally diffused among the
people, what agents can be found more efficient
in the accomplishment of this end than the well[lisciplincdand highly-accomplished graduates of
this institution.scattered as they are through
svery State of «ur Union.uniting theory with
practice.illustrating the practical value of sci-
sncc'.enlarging its boundaries.multiplying the
sources of liuinan happiness, and augmentingman's dominion over nature?
Wo all agroo in sentiments of profound respectfor the learning and high character, the wisdom

md discretion, of the officers at the head of the
institution, composing the academic board. Wo
acre strongly impressed with the high physical,intellectual, and moral bearing of the cadets, and
the evidence exhibited at their examination of
their close attention to study, and their dispositionand ability to learn.
We are of the opinion that important improvementsshould be mado in some of the presentHoldings, and that several new ones should bo

;rccted. We are entirely united in the conviction
hat nothing should be left undone necessary to
dace the institution in tho highest state of effitiency;and that the present is the time to accomiliuhthe object, while we have at the head of the
War Department an officer who knows how to
tppreciate its value, from its effects upon tho
velfare of the country in war as well as in peace.

1st. The revised regulations for the United
Hates Military Acadomy require that instruction
hall be given in cavalry tactics. To carry out
his requirement, we are all of us ontirely satisiedthat a new building should bo erected with>utdelay. A decent regard for safety to the lives
nd limbs of the cadets requires this, as well ns
heir successful progress in this branch of instruction.It is the opinion of tho Superintendent that
lie course 01 equnation cannot be properly taugnt/ithout it, and that tho room now used for the
urpose is extremely dangerous to tho lives and
inbs of the cadets.
It is estimated that, in addition to tho amount

ppropriated, (#2,000,) the sum of #21,197 will
e required for this objoct.
2d. The cadets' hospital should bo enlarged and
nproved. A brick front should be built extendigto the centre, flush with the front of the
ings, to connect wards with tho additional spaco
> formed by cutting tho present windows into
Dors; also, two projections in rear, equal in widtij


